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Kathryn Fortino Thurber

Lecturer, West Virginia University
English & Humanities

117 Meadowridge Drive


Morgantown, WV  26505





(612) 749-0748 

Kthurb417@gmail.com

HONORS

Course Development Grant, West Virginia University Dept. of English (2007)

Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society (4.0 GPA), University of Minnesota

Mondale Fellowship in Public Affairs, University of Minnesota (1993)

Paper, The Myth of Criseyde’s Immorality, Medieval Society of the University of Minnesota (1991)

BACKGROUND & TEACHING EXPERIENCE

   Education

M.A., English, University of Minnesota

M.F.A., Acting, Catholic University of America 

B.A., School of International Service, American University 

   Academic Appointments

Lecturer – West Virginia University (2007 -       )

-   English 102:  Composition & Rhetoric

-   Humanities 101:  Early Civilizations through Late Middle Ages

-   Humanities 102:  Renaissance to 21st Century

-   Honors 298:  Themes of Greek Epic on Stage and Screen

      Instructor, English, University of Minnesota (2005-2006)

- Survey of British Literature (1750 – Present)

- Introduction to African American Literature

Substitute Teaching 2003-2006: English, Spanish, Choir, Theater, Speed Reading & Study Skills

- The Blake School, Minneapolis, MN (Upper School)

- Hill-Murray High School, Maplewood, MN

- Annunciation School, Minneapolis, MN (K-8)

- Apple Valley Cooperative School (Middle-Upper School)

RELEVANT COURSE WORK (in English and Dramatic Literature)

Proseminars & Course Concentrations

     Twentieth Century Authors on Early America:  Pynchon, Lowell,  Forbes

     Feminist Theory & Practice (Lauren Berlant, University of Chicago)

     The Epistolary in Novels: Stendhal & Laclos (Saul Bellow, University of Chicago)

     Rousseau’s Emile (Allan Bloom, University of Chicago)

     Non-Western Literature of Creation (Wendy Doniger, University of Chicago)

           Medieval European Literature


Shakespeare’s Poetry & Drama

     Medieval History




Academic Research Methods

           Dante’s Inferno (in Italian and English)

Playwriting

           History of the Drama & Production


Classical Tragedy & Comedy

LEADERSHIP









Minneapolis City Council Member (1993-2002) representing about twenty-eight thousand    

     people in five inner city neighborhoods

Committees & Chairs:
Chair, Intergovernmental Relations Committee

Chair, Hennepin County Criminal Justice Coordinating Committee




Chair, Hennepin County Youth Coordinating Board





   
Member, Public Safety Committee

Board Member, Minneapolis Community Development  Agency

Projects & Initiatives:  Grant-writing and advocacy for $20 million YWCA development, 

affordable housing development, environmental cleanup partnerships with railroads and retailers, facilitator of Hennepin County Partners intergovernmental collaborative to provide decentralized and coordinated neighborhood services to enhance public safety and social service delivery.

      
Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board Commissioner (1989-1993) elected city-wide


   

Vice President of the Board

Chair, Recreation Program Committee

Projects & Initiatives: Grant-writing and advocacy for "City Children's Nutcracker," since 1991

an innovative public/private collaboration that brings professional ballet instruction into City parks, and city children into a professional production of the Nutcracker, and for Youth Leadership "The Girl's Program," (since 1990), which increased girls participation in park sports and developed leadership programs for girls.

WRITING

Minnesota State Services for the Blind

AND EDITING
Part-time Program Coordinator & Broadcaster for Radio Talking Book Network (Feb.- Sept. 2006) 
Walker Reading Technologies, Bloomington, MN (2005-   )

Textbook editor, converting standard middle and high school texts to a computer format geared to readers with disabilities to access.




Latter Rain Church, St. Cloud, MN (2004)

Editing texts translated from Afrikaans for English usage, style, and syntax

Television 

Writer of a fictional “blog” as part of an advertising campaign

     for ABC “Invasion” series

LANGUAGES
Spanish (speaking, writing, and reading) 



Italian, French, Latin  (intermediate level reading)

SKILLS

Research and classroom technology skills

Computer:  Microsoft Word, Excel, Power Point, Blackboard, Adobe         

REFERENCES

Jo Ann Dadisman, Coordinator


Edward Griffin, Professor of English
Composition & Rhetoric Program


University of Minnesota
English Department, West Virginia University
griffin@umn.edu
Morgantown, WV  26506

  
               Phone: 612-625-4881; 651-636-1483 jdadisman@mail.wvu.edu
Phone:  304-293-3107 x33450






 
Sharon Ryan, Chair

Department of Philosophy, West Virginia University

sharon.ryan@mail.wvu.edu

Phone: 304-293-3641  x33305
