Le Moyne College Integral Honors Program

The Integral Honors Program seeks to attract and nurture exceptional students as a community of scholars in a non-competitive climate of striving toward personal excellence, facilitated by faculty who cooperate to help the students attain the educational objectives of the Program.  The Integral Honors Program facilitates each student’s growth using a holistic approach that integrates knowledge and ideas across various disciplines and through history, critically examines concepts and values, and explores the breadth and depth of human understanding of the real world and the world of the mind.  

Integral Honors Learning Outcomes:
Students graduating with an Integral Honors degree should be able to

1. demonstrate independent, critical, and creative thinking;

2. articulate the ways in which the disciplines relate to each other;

3. articulate the historical constitution of the present;

4. demonstrate an understanding of the role and effect of rhetoric, both historically and in the contemporary world;

5. articulate an awareness of how events and elements of our culture generate issues of justice, both social and environmental;

6. demonstrate an understanding of cultures different from their own, both historically and in the contemporary world;

7. interpret quantitative information, written texts, and forms of artistic expression;

8. competently deliver and critique oral presentations, both formal and informal;

9. write clear, effective, and mechanically correct prose for both formal and informal assignments.

The Program

The program invites students with strong high school and/or first semester freshman academic records to apply.  Students who apply and have been awarded Le Moyne’s highest scholarships (Presidential and Dean’s Scholarships) are guaranteed admission to the program.  Other students are evaluated by an Honors Committee on the basis of test scores, class standing, mid-term performance in college courses, and recommendations of faculty.  

The program begins with the second semester of the freshman year.  Students may also apply to join the program in the sophomore year.  Approximately 20-25 students are admitted every year, and there are currently 61 students in the program.

The curriculum is entirely humanities-based, and Honors courses replace 21 hours of College Core requirements, and 6 hours of electives.  All courses are interdisciplinary seminar-type courses with extensive reading and discussion.  The first three courses students take (freshman and sophomore years) are team-taught 6-credit-hour courses that discuss the development of primarily Western thought and cultures in an historical framework, beginning the “Ancient and Medieval Worlds,” continuing with “The Rise of Modernity,” and finishing the sophomore year with “The Modern World.”  During the junior year, students take a 3-hour course, “Approaches to Knowing,” that addresses the nature and generation of knowledge, and also  gives the students a foundation for beginning their Senior Thesis research; they must write a research project proposal as a part of this course.  As seniors they take one of two 3-hour courses,  either “The Contemporary World” that examines current issues, or “The World of the Other” that is taught in the summer in Guatemala for four weeks.  They also take the Senior Thesis course.  The thesis may or may not be related to the student’s major, but it MUST be interdisciplinary.

Students must maintain a GPA of 3.25 in both Honors courses and overall, as well as earn no grade lower than a B in any Honors course.  Should this occur, a student may be placed on probation at the discretion of the Honors Director.  Students may withdraw from the program at any time.

Activities and privileges

The Honors House provides a venue for social events that students plan, as well as a place for informal social gathering and study.  The Honors Program also co-sponsors several lecture, film, and other events during the year.  Students also have an opportunity to go on trips as part of their course experiences; such trips have gone to Boston, New York City, Stratford, Canada, and Washington, as well as local and regional destinations.

Integral Honors students have special Library and print allowance privileges.  They can also take an overload without paying overload fees.

Faculty

Faculty from the humanities departments teach the majority of the Honors courses.  Effective teaching teams have developed over time and new faculty enter this process, resulting in groups of teams that can alternate in these courses.  Faculty participation is based on interest and desire to teach in the program, but is also dependent on their “release” from departmental teaching responsibilities for the semesters that they teach in Honors.

Students

Students who graduate with Integral Honors Degrees earn the highest degree the College confers.  They receive special recognition at Commencement, as well as at an Honors Convocation at which they are corded by their mentors.  Alumni have gone to a variety of graduate and preprofessional schools as well as into jobs following graduation.  

