Le Moyne College

HON 402                  The World of the Other

         Summer 2004
Guatemala City, Quetzaltenango, Antigua Guatemala, and Syracuse

Instructors In Order of Appearance
Prof. Dennis Leder, S.J., Dean, Department of Theology, Universidad Rafael Landívar

Prof. Marcia de Schwank, Universidad Rafael Landívar

Arq. Federico Fahsen, Fahsen and Associates Architects

Prof. Renzo Rosal, Dean, Department of Political Science, Universidad Rafael Landívar

Prof. Dieter Lenhoff, Director, Institute of Musicology, Universidad Rafael Landívar

Prof.  Peter Marchetti, Director, Research Department, Universidad Rafael Landívar

Prof.  Ricardo Lima, EDUMAYA, Universidad Rafael Landívar

Prof.  Orlando Ocampo, Department of Foreign Languages, Le Moyne College

Prof.  Mary MacDonald, Department of Religious Studies, Le Moyne College

Prof. Irma Alicia Velasquez, Researcher and Anthropologist, Avance de las Ciencias Sociales (AVANCSO)

Dr. Luis Felipe Polo, Director, Universidad Rafael Landívar, Quetzaltenango

Prof. Tani Adams, Executive Director, Center of Regional Investigations of Mesoamerica (CIRMA)

Note: Class Sessions will be in English

Course Description
An interdisciplinary course on the contemporary world that will address philosophical, social, religious, literary, and scientific issues from diverse perspectives, within a context of modernization, underdevelopment, and dependency.

Objectives
* To acquaint the student with the lives and experiences of people in another culture.

* To help the student appreciate the artistic and literary achievements of Indigenous and Latin American artists.

* To sensitize the student to the effects of globalization in a poor country.

* To help the student reflect on the consequences of an unequal distribution of wealth.

The course will include readings, but it will emphasize discussion and observation. The country itself and our experiences will be our most important texts. Students will be encouraged to pursue personal interests (e.g., the study of music; the making of masks; critical examination of Latin American literature, for instance, magical realism, one of the better known products of Latin American literature; huipil weaving; pottery; ecological study, indigenous cosmovisions; archaeological exploration), and to weave them with issues of globalization and postcoloniality in the contemporary world. 

When we come back to Le Moyne, and as part of the grade, students will be expected to organize a conference on Guatemala and give a presentation to the Le Moyne community on some aspect of their studies, experiences, and compositions done/lived/created for this course.

On The Teaching of the Course in Guatemala

An understanding of globalization—one of the major issues of the day—requires an understanding of its effects on the poor of the poor countries. As you know, 1.2 billion people live today in abject poverty, and the gap between the rich and the poor is growing.  As some countries of the so-called third world have become wealthy, a larger number have become poorer. A more direct experience of some negative effects of globalization will help you appreciate better both the negative and the positive aspects of the new global conditions that have been emerging during the past two decades.

In many respects, Guatemala is not like most of Latin America. The gap between rich and poor is greater than average; the cultural, economic, and political separation between “ladino” and indigenous is deeper than in most of Latin America; the economy is not nearly as developed as it is in many other places in Latin America. So, in those respects we will not be traveling to a “typical” Latin American country.

In terms of cultural production, elán vital, and the aesthetic sense of life, we will learn quite a bit that will be worthwhile for our spiritual development. The sense of religiousness (that is, the feeling for the transcendent) and—for those of us who are philosophers—the intellectual attitude of wonder and amazement regarding the totality of the horizon, are both highly developed in Guatemalan culture.  The atunement to absolute alterity, whether religious or philosophical, brings together and at times keeps separate Mayan, Catholic, and syncretistic religions and philosophies. As we open ourselves to novelty, Guatemalan “metaphysics” will prove to be quite challenging.

Grade Distribution
Class Participation: 25% of the total grade.

5 Journal Entries: 25% of the total grade (Due in Guatemala; Due on the following dates: 5/28, 6/4, 6/11, 6/18, and 6/25)
Reflection Essay: 25% of the total grade (Due on Friday, August 20)
Conference/Workshop Presentation: 25% of the total grade (Latino History Month—Thursday, October 7)
Note on Journal Entries
Each journal entry should be approximately 1 1/2 - 2 pages (handwritten).  This is not a diary or a travelogue.  Each journal entry should reflect on some aspect of Guatemalan reality that you have experienced and on some reading for the course.  That is, you may use the course readings to analyze some aspect of Guatemalan reality, or you may draw on some aspect of Guatemalan reality to challenge or reflect on one of the assigned readings.  Journal entries will be collected and returned on a weekly basis.  They will be read by both instructors.  At the end of the course, each student will submit a compact portfolio collecting all the journal entries (with any faculty comments) for faculty to review the progress of your thinking during the course.

Note on Reflection Essays
Reflection essays will be copied and shared with all students in the course so that you have a chance to learn from one another's reflections. This sharing of reflection essays will also give you a foundation for beginning to plan the conference/workshop presentation.

For the reflection essay, you should choose one of your journal entries and expand it, drawing more broadly on readings for the course and in greater-depth on your observations of Guatemalan reality. Again, you should use readings to help you analyze what you have experienced in Guatemala, or you should draw on your Guatemalan experience to challenge or comment on readings for the course.  The orientation of the essay should reflect the area in which are obtaining credit (e.g., Honors, History, Religious Studies, English).  Your reflection essay should be 8-10 pages (approximately 2,5000 words) in length.
TEXTS
Preparatory Texts and Movies
Sunday, March 28, 2 p.m.: George Sanderlin, ed., Witness: Writings of Bartolomé de Las Casas  (selection)
Thursday, April 1, 5 p.m.: When the Mountains Tremble (movie documentary: directed by Pamela Yates, narrated by Rigoberta Menchú)
Friday, April 16, 4:30 p.m.: Victor Perera, Unfinished Conquest (selection)
Tuesday, May 4, 4:30 p.m.: The Silence of Neto (movie drama: directed by Luis Argueta) 
(Watch The Silence of Neto on your own at the library.  We shall discuss it together on May 4 following our meeting with Fr. Beirne.)
Films in Guatemala:
Popol Vuh  (Patricia Amlin, Director)
Men With Guns (John Sayles, Director)

Dawn of the Maya
Texts in Guatemala:

* Ankie Hoogvelt, Globalization and the Postcolonial World
* Miguel Ángel Asturias, The President

* Alejo Carpentier, The Kingdom of This World
Photocopies:

Packet of Readings:

Enrique Dussel, The Invention of the Americas

Rosario Castellanos, “Culinary Lesson”

Rosario Ferre, “The Youngest Doll”
Carlos Fuentes, “Chac Mool”
Carmen Naranjo, “And We Sold the Rain”
Agusto Monterroso, “The Eclipse,” “Mr. Taylor,” “Brain Drain”
Gustavo Gutiérrez, selection from We Drink from Our Own Wells
Davíd Carrasco,”Maya Religion: Cosmic Trees, Sacred Kings, and the Underworld,” in Religions of Mesoamerica
Vincent Stanzione, “The Many Masks of MaXimón,” in Rituals of Sacrifice: Walking the Face of the Earth on the Sacred Path of the Sun

 Marysa Navarro-Aranguren, “The Construction of a Latin American Feminist Identity”

Elsa Támez, “Three Lectures”
Santiago Castro-Gómez, “No Longer Broad but Still Alien is the World”

Ofelia Schutte, “Feminism and Globalization Processes in Latin America”

Iván Petrella, “Latin American Liberation Theology, Globalization, and Historical Projects: From Critique to Construction”

Rigoberta Menchu,  Biography, Address on Acceptance of Nobel Prize
SCHEDULE
Guatemala City
Sunday 23 May

2:00 p.m. :  Orientation
Monday 24 May
10:00 a.m.-12:00: Prof. Dennis Leder, S.J., Dean, Department of Theology : On the Architecture of La Merced Church (in situ)
 

Tuesday 25 May
9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon: Visit to Museo de Arte Moderno with Prof. Marcia de Schwank

3:00p.m.-5:00 p.m.: Arq. Federico Fahsen: Mayan Epigraphy, Room O-108, Universidad Rafael Landívar

Wednesday 26 May
9:00-11:00 a.m.: Prof. Renzo Rosal, Dean, Department of Political Science, Universidad Rafael Landívar: Politics in Guatemala, Room O-108

11:15 a.m.- 1:15 p.m.: Prof. Dieter Lenhoff, Professor of Music, Universidad Rafael Landívar: The Music of Guatemala, Room O-108
2:30 p.m. Film: Popol Vuh

 Reading: Vincent Stanzione, “The Many Masks of MaXimón” (in preparation for visit to Santiago de Atitlán)
Thursday 27 May
9:00-11:00 a.m.: Prof. Peter Marchetti, Director, Research Department, Universidad Rafael Landívar:  Human Development in Guatemala, Room O-108
11:15 a.m.-1:15 p.m.: Prof. Ricardo Lima, EDUMAYA, Universidad Rafael Landívar: Mayan Cosmovision, Room )-108
Friday 28 May
First Journal Entry Due

Visit to Popol Vuh and Ixchel museums

Saturday 29 May

Travel via Panajachel to Quetzaltenango
Sunday, 30 May

Group meeting and review of journal entries
Quetzaltenango
Monday 31 May 

Enrique Dussel, The Invention of the Americas (Orlando Ocampo)

3:00-5:00 p.m., Professor Irma Alicia Velasquez Nimatuj, Researcher and Anthropologist, AVANCSO

 

Tuesday 1 June
Enrique Dussel, The Invention of the Americas (Orlando Ocampo)
5 p.m.  Movie, Men With Guns, at El Paraiso
Wednesday 2 June
Enrique Dussel, The Invention of the Americas (Orlando Ocampo)
Thursday 3 June
Davíd Carrasco, “Maya Religion” (Mary MacDonald)

Film: Dawn of the Maya
 

Friday 4 June

Second Journal Entry Due

Visit  to Church of San Jacinto at Salcaja (1524) which is believed by many to the be the oldest church in Central America
Saturday 5 June
Trip to Santiago de Atitlán to visit the shrine of MaXimón, a figure who incorporates aspects of Mayan deity Maya-Catholic saint
Sunday 6 June
Trip to Zunil to visit San Simon, another manifestation of MaXimón
5 p.m. Group meeting and review of journal entries
Monday 7 June
Miguel Angel Asturias, The President (Orlando Ocampo)

 

Tuesday 8 June
Feminism:

Ofelia Schutte, “Feminism and Globalization Processes in Latin America”

Marysa Navarro-Aranguren, “The Construction of a Latin American Feminist Identity”

Rosario Castellanos, “Culinary Lesson”

(Mary MacDonald)

Wednesday 9 June
Liberation Theology:

Gustavo Gutierrez, selection from We Drink from Our Own Wells
Ivan Petrella, “Latin American Liberation Theology, Globalization, and Historical Projects: From Critique to Construction”

(Mary MacDonald)

 

Thursday 10 June
Women’s Theology from Latin America

Elsa Tamez, Three Lectures: "Toward a Rereading of Galatians from the Reality of the Free Market," “When Sons and Daughters of the Free Woman are Born as Slaves,” and “Neoliberalism and Christian Freedom” (Mary MacDonald)

11 a.m.:  4:00-5:30 p.m.  Dr. Luis Felipe Polo, Director, Universidad Rafael Landivar, Quetzaltenango, “Human Rights in Guatemala”
Friday 11 June
Third Journal Entry Due
Visit to Quetzaltenango Municipal Cemetery

Visit to Sociedad de Adelanto (Maya center for formal and informal education)
Saturday 12 June

Abaj Takalik (archaeological site on the southern coast); Chichicastenango
Sunday 13 June

Chichicastenago, to Antigua
Antigua

Monday 14 June
Ankie Hoogvelt,  Globalization and the Postcolonial World  (Orlando Ocampo)
5 p.m.  Group meeting to review journal entries
Tuesday 15 June

Ankie Hoogvelt,  Globalization and the Postcolonial World  (Orlando Ocampo)

Wednesday 16 June
a.m.  Preparation of presentations on areas studies from Hoogvelt
p.m. Presentations
Thursday 17 June
Magical Realism:
Alejo Carpentier, The Kingdom of this World 

(Orlando Ocampo)
Friday 18 June
10 a.m.  Excursion on foot  to Cerro de la Cruz, the hill north of the town
Fourth journal entry due
El Peten
Guide: Arq. Federico Fahsen.

Saturday 19 June: to Guatemala City (bus) and then to Flores (plane)
Tour of Tikal (van)

Sunday 20 June:  Tour of  Yaxja (van)

Monday 21 June:  to Antigua (plane and bus)
2 p.m.  in Flores.  Group meeting to review journal entries
Antigua

Tuesday June 22

Magical Realism:

Alejo Carpentier, The Kingdom of This World 
(Orlando Ocampo)

Wednesday 23 June

Magical Realism:
Rosario Ferre, “The Youngest Doll”

Carlos Fuentes, “Chac Mool”

Carmen Naranjo, “And We Sold the Rain”

Agusto Monterroso, “The Eclipse,” “Mr. Taylor,” “Brain Drain,” “How to Stop Being a Monkey,” “How I Got Rid of Five Hundred Books,” “The Maids”
(Orlando Ocampo)

Thursday, 24 June
Rigoberta Menchu:
Biography, Address on Acceptance of Nobel Prize

(Mary MacDonald)

Planning for Essays:  discussion of requirements and presentation of topics

Meeting of each student with supervisor(s) for essay

Friday, 25 June
Fifth Journal Entry Due
Hike to Pacayo volcano

Saturday, 26 June
Return to Syracuse
Syracuse

Friday 20 August
Reflection Essay due

Thursday 7 October (Tentative Date)
Latino History Month: Collective Student Presentation(s)
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