Psychology Essays




Psychology 101

Section 2

Each essay should be 2 to 3 pages long, double-spaced, times new roman font size 12. Read each essay question, then choose one and write a brief argument defending your position. Your argument should be supported with information from: 1 psychology or related journal, 1 internet source, and 1 other outside source. 

Question 1:

Is attraction chemically based? One of the strongest motivational forces is sexual motivation. Some research suggests that humans, like other animals may be influenced by pheromones. What are pheromones? Cite examples of how pheromones may influence animal and human behavior.  

Originally sexual orientation was believed to be the product of one’s environment. New scientific evidence suggests that genetics may also play a part (LeVay, 1991). Discuss this topic from a “nature” vs. “nurture” perspective. Investigate this debate yourself and draw your own conclusions about how sexual orientation is determined. 

Question 2:

One topic growing topic in the field of intelligence is Emotional Intelligence. This phrase was first coined by Peter Salovey of Yale University, and John Mayer of the University of New Hampshire in the early 1990s. What is Emotional Intelligence and how does it differ from more traditional ideas of intelligence? Also, what are some the common uses for EQ today in business and society?

The book discusses many different ways to measure and define intelligence. Many of these tests are used in our schools to assess children, particularly when assessing some learning disabilities. Choose one of the following tests and discuss its history (who developed it, when was it created, and how is it used today). Do you think that it is a valid measure of an individual’s intelligence?

Stanford Binet

Wechsler IQ

KAB-C

NEPSY

Question 3:

Does personality exist? What is personality? Choose two theories of personality discussed in the book and compare them. What are their strengths and weaknesses? Which theory do think does the best job of describing the human experience?

Some research has shown that personality may be linked our biology. Two such examples are the Type A behavior pattern and Sensation seeking. Choose one of these personality types and discuss how they may be related to our physiological make-up? Also, how much this combination of biology and psychology be reflected in our behavior? 

Question 4: 

We all have stress in our lives. How can stress influence us from a behavioral and biological ways? Discuss how stress influences our health and performance as demonstrated from the research and your own life.

AIDS is a disease that has had a huge impact on our society in the last 20 years, as can be seen in movies such as Philadelphia. What is AIDS/HIV? What are psychologist doing to help prevent the spread of AIDS> Discuss the health belief model, primary prevention, and secondary prevention.

