Soc 201/Psc202/Cjs201

Exercise 2


SOC 201/PSC 201/CJS 202
Exercise #2
Literature Review and 
Modeling Variables and Relationships

Due at the beginning of lecture on ___________________. 
The following exercise has two parts, a literature review activity and a related activity in modeling variables and relationships.  Both will develop skills that will directly apply to your final research paper and will help you to conceptualize your research clearly from the onset of this course.  A summary of the aspects and format of each component that must be submitted is included at the end of this exercise. 
Part I. Literature Review

1. Your assigned policy area will be provided on the Literature Review Search Word Sheet.  Record your assigned area in a safe place.

2. Gather with the other members of the class assigned to the same policy area as you.  Together confer about the required and suggested search words.  Arrange your group so that that each member has three (4) search words in addition to the one (1) assigned policy area.  This may require your group to brainstorm to develop additional search words until there are enough for each member to have four.  Write your policy area and your 4 assigned search words in the boxes at the top of the template.

Thus, each person has four (5) total words or concepts to search with (one assigned policy area and 4 assigned words).  Be sure that there is no overlap between group members (i.e. the only word that is assigned to more than one member of the group is the policy area).

3. Using the class demonstration as an guide, proceed to conduct a literature review using your 5 words.

Use the web to search for appropriate articles.  

For each article you find, copy and paste the article’s bibliographical information into the space provided in the template
.  This information may be left in whatever format you access it as long as it is readable and it includes the following information:

a. the title and Author

b. the abstract
c. Include the Complete Citation (including source/journal name issue date and page numbers)
d. a permanent web URL or web address which links directly to the article or citation page.
Finally, write one content summary paragraph that summarizes the information in the articles that you have found.  Place this in the appropriate box.  Be sure to cite each of the articles you refer to in your literature review.  For example: “Smith says that this is a big problems (Smith 2004).”
You must use at least 3 different search engines and indicate which articles are found in each.

Hint: One goal of this assignment is to allow you an opportunity to practice searching the academic databases that you will need to search to produce a literature review for your final paper.  Take this opportunity to experiment with Boolean statements such as “and” and “or.”  These will save you much time and hassle.

Part II. Modeling Variables and Relationships

Open PowerPoint.  Insert a new page.  Select View, Toolbars, Drawing (if it is already selected leave it selected).

Create a Model that illustrates the information you discovered in your Literature review.  Be sure to include (on the following page) a  Legend or Key to indicate what your symbols mean.

Use the drawing tools at the bottom of the page to make a schematic drawing that includes the following at least:

· A dependent variable

· 3 independent variables in text boxes

· 3 different types of arrows

· 3 different types of shapes

· 3 different colored/formatted boxes

· insert a text box

· type a message in it

· click on the box once to cause outline to bold

· right click on the bolded outline of the box

· format text box

· fill color: select orange

· line color: black, ok

A conceptual model of the overall project is provided below to guide you both your literature review and your modeling activity.  A model such as this will be required with your final paper.  
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To Hand In: 
1. A Literature Review Summary (including 10 Article Profiles – Title, Abstract, Full Citation & permanent web url – one content summary paragraph, and the list of search words and location of search).  Submit both on paper and via turnitin.com. 

To register for this course on Turnitin.com

a- go to the web site www.turnitin.com 

b- log in if you already have an account (if not look just below the log in box at the top right hand edge of the page, select “create a user profile” then follow the instructions). IMPORTANT: Remember and/or record your user e-mail and password, you will be expected to use this same profile both later in this course and potentially in future courses. 

c- Add yourself to this course: Research Methods 
d- Class ID: to be announced in class
e- Enrollment Password: to be announced in class
(This is case-sensitive)

f- Submit your literature review to the appropriate assignment: Lab 2 Literature Review
g- After selecting submit, you may submit in 2 ways:

i. File Upload

ii. Cut and Paste

Select your preferred method from the drop down menu that is entitled “Submit a paper by:” This is adjacent to the Submit button.
2. A Printout of your Model (s) and Key/Legend.  Be sure that your name is printed on both.
� To do this, Open the Literature Review Template JES and save it in your H drive as <Your Last Name-Your First Name- Ex 2-Date> 








